I5oo                            ST BIBIANA, V. M.                          [DEC. 2

St Eligius learned to be a saint living in tue world and in a court.
But for this he studied neither to be of the world, nor to be withdrawn
by the world from a constant application to religious duties. In the world
conversation is a devoir of civility, charity, and friendship; but first it
must be sincere, not formality and mere compliment, which is frequently
the case. Secondly, conversation with men must not take up a consider-
able part of our time, nor be a source of vain amusement or unprofitable
fooleries. Towards those who would overwhelm us with idle visits we
are allowed, and when necessary ought to show, some coolness, in order
to break off a frivolous and fruitless commerce. Worldly discourse usually
tends to promote vanity, pride, sensuality, and other passions. Men, in
general, are not capable of being spoken to in the language of solid truth.
Therefore we ought to speak it often to ourselves by holy meditation and
reading; and the oftener our circumstances oblige us to listen to the
language of the world, so much the more diligent are we bound to be in
attending to the voice of truth. St Eligius and many other saints found
leisure, even in courts, to converse mostly with heaven and themselves.
Who then can plead any excuse ?

The following feasts are celebrated on December I:

BLESSED EDMUND CAMPION, S.J., BLESSED RALPH SHERWINE, BLESSED THOMAS FORD,
BLESSED WILLIAM FILBY, priests, and seven others, martyrs: ST DpAcus : ST ELIGIUS, Bishop
of Noyou in the seventh age. He was noted for the spirit of humility and of prayer and for his
love of poverty : ST NESSAN, Patron of Cork, a disciple of St Finbar, is commemorated by the
Irish on this date, as he is also on March 17,

DECEMBER 2

ST BIBIANA, VIRGIN, MARTYR
(A.D. 363)

[Abridged from her Acts, which are disfigured by interpolations.   See Anast. in Simplicio, et
Baron. Annot. in Martyr. Rom. Bosius et Aringhi, Roma Subterr. lib. iii. c. 37.]

WE are informed by Ammianus Marcellimis, a pagan historian of that
age and an officer in the court of Julian the Apostate, that this emperor
made Apronianus governor of Rome in the year 363, who, while he was
on the way to that city, had the misfortune to lose an eye. This accident
he superstitiously imputed to the power of magic, through the malice of
some who excelled in that art; and, in this foolish persuasion to gratify
his spleen and superstition, he resolved to punish and exterminate the
magicians; in which accusation Christians were involved above all others,
on account of many wonderful miracles which were wrought in the primitive
ages. Under this magistrate, St Bibiana received the crown of martyrdom.
This holy virgin was a native of Rome and daughter to Flavian, a Roman
knight, and his wife Dafrosa, who were both zealous Christians. Flavian
was apprehended, deprived of a considerable post which he held in the